
Abstract
 Recent anecdotal observations have raised concerns about the loss of lampyrid popu-
lations in the U.S.  Herbert Spenser Barber studied Photuris
area over 40 years ago providing a baseline to which to compare current populations. Geo-

-

species collected through 2014.
 
three locations in Sussex County, De. Data collected included date, time, GPS location, tem-

Photuris 
versicolor, frontalis, hebes, cinctipennis, lucicrescens, and salina were found.
 
the presence of at least three of these species. In several environments with tall trees Photur-
is Pho-
turis were absent.

exist. Most are seen in forested, undeveloped areas (Rock Creek Park, Chesapeake and Ohio 
Parks). 

  
Comments and Observations

 Unbeknownst to me, Dr. Christopher Heckscher was studying Photuris in other areas of 
Delaware at around the same time as was I. (He published a paper in Dec 2010 -see Bibilogra-

-

species in a relatively small area in Delaware.  However, it should be noted that these  were 
found in marshy areas, and in undisturbed land, which was abutting housing. 
    Another interesting observation also in Delaware, was that there was a tiny habitat- less 
than 200  square feet- where Photuris frontalis was found. The males patrolled above the 
ground- dwelling English Ivy and  by a few shrubs by the house where they were found. What 
was key was that there was not only appropriate habitat, but that there were no bright lights. 
(The frontalis seemed to avoid lighted areas.)
   A number of houses in this neighborhood had ground cover,  but had no frontalis. These 

idea that these insects require more darkness to mate.
      Of note in  Maryland, the only place I found Photuris cinctipennis - rare in Delaware- 
was in a 1.3 acre of land, where only one house had been built. This house had stood there for 
about 60 years, without much change to the land. This land abuts the border of Washington, 
D.C. 
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